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	GWG FG Name
	POC
	Focus Description

	National Imagery Transmission  REF NTB \h 
Format Standard (NITFS) Technical Board (NTB)
	ntbchair@nga.mil
NTB web page URL is http://ismc.nga.mil/ntb/

To subscribe to the NTB Mailing List:

-To subscribe, send an email to lyris@goldweb.nga.mil 

(no subject required). 
- Type the following text in the body of your email message: subscribe ntb <your email address -- no brackets> "name"
your name must be in double quotes
	The NITFS Technical Board (NTB) is the technical focal point for imagery, and imagery-related standardization activities within the GEOINT community.  The mission of the NTB is to facilitate the development, selection, adoption, profiling, application, implementation, and testing of standards essential to establishing interoperability and quality for still imagery, associated metadata, and other related aspects within the National System for Geospatial-Intelligence (NSG).  

The scope of the NTB extends beyond the traditional bounds of the NITFS suite of standards.  The standardization topics worked by the NTB include:

· Still imagery and gridded data

· Imagery and gridded data formats

· Imagery and gridded data compression

· Graphical, textual, and other means to annotate imagery and imagery products

· Imagery-related support data and metadata

· Imagery-derived data and metadata, to include foundation data

· Image Quality

The NTB physically meets as needed, typically three times per year. NTB business and coordination is also accomplished via electronic means, e.g. teleconference, email etc.

	Motion Imagery Standards Board (MISB), formerly MISC
	misbchair@nga.mil
	The Motion Imagery Standards Board (MISB) monitors, defines, and participates in the development of, and changes to, proposed standards to insure interoperability and maintain quality of motion imagery, associated metadata, audio, and other related systems.  The MISB will monitor and participate in changes to, and the implementation of, related motion imagery, metadata, audio and associated systems standards in national and international arenas for impacts to DoD Architecture Framework (DoDAF), NGA Systems, and the IC.   

The defining document for motion imagery standards, maintained by the MISB, is the Motion Imagery Standards Profile (MISP), currently at version 3.3.

   There are currently six working groups:

       Advanced Motion Imagery WG

       Interoperability WG

       Metadata WG

       Infrared WG

       Advanced Compression WG

       Tradecraft and Tools WG

   The MISB and its associated working groups meets typically three times per year, with ad hoc working group meetings as needed.  The MISB also runs an Interoperability Lab, open to the community and vendors working motion imagery areas for the government.  The MISB directly interacts with the SMPTE, ISO, and ITU organizations.  The MISB maintains a public web site at http:\ismc.nga.mil\misb 

	Community  REF CSMWG \h 
Sensor Model Working Group (CSMWG)
	csmwgchair@nga.mil 

	The CSMWG is a collaborative environment to support a coordinated community approach for the development, verification, validation, maintenance, standardization and configuration management of sensor models.  The mission of the CSMWG is to ensure all sensor models identified and designated to support NSG geopositioning services, production and applications are based upon, and compliant with, consensus-based community standards. CSMWG’s mission is additionally to ensure that standards compliant sensor models are usable by multiple applications across the NSG.  

The promulgation of a Technical Requirements Document (TRD) and attendant appendices will serve as a direct expression of the CSMWG mission and serves as the master baseline standards document prepared and managed by the CSMWG. CSMWG administers a Sensor Model Configuration Control Board (SMCCB) to track recommended changes / enhancements to the Community Sensor Model TRD and appendices.  

	GEOINT Reporting Focus Group (RFG)
	rfgchair@nga.mil 
	The mission of the RFG is standardization of reporting based on GEOINT exploitation to enable interoperability and information sharing across the GEOINT community. Intelligence Reporting is the preparation and conveyance of information by any means - more commonly, the term is restricted to reports prepared by an analyst for dissemination of finished intelligence.  

The RFG will deal with those aspects of the standardization of GEOINT relating to the format and structural contents of intelligence reports derived from the exploitation of imagery and geospatial information.  This includes but will not be limited to text-based reporting, bit-oriented reporting and graphical reporting. Initial focus will be on harmonization of NSG EARS-based reporting with community standards, but other topics that have been recommended include Advanced Geospatial Intelligence (AGI), web presentation and migration to XML-based reporting.

	Application Schemas for Feature Encoding Focus Group (ASFE)
	asfechair@nga.mil  
	Feature Encoding is defined as the conversion of data into a series of codes.  The FEFG will be responsible for those aspects of the standardization of GEOINT relating to data structures, exchange and storage of geospatial intelligence.  This may include data format, feature and attribute coding schemes, exchange media, administrative procedures, representations of geographic feature geometry, feature attribution information, and other geographic information.

	Geographic Portrayal Focus Group (PFG)
	pfgchair@nga.mil  
	Portrayal is the presentation of information to humans.  The PFG will deal with those aspects of the standardization of GEOINT relating to the visual depiction of physical features and geographically referenced activities.  This includes:

· Human to media interface aspects, such as visual symbolization of GEOINT and symbol design, for both digital display and hardcopy media

· Rules and behaviors of GEOINT symbols that may be necessary to ensure consistent rendering across the community

· Interoperability in the exchange of portrayal information among the GEOINT community.  

The PFG will coordinate activity with other focus groups under the GWG, and with other Technical Working Groups under the ITSC.  The DOD Symbology Standards Management Committee (SSMC), which is a focus group under the Warfighter Technical Working Group of the ITSC, has overall responsibility for coordination of symbology requirements across the US Department of Defense, including the responsibility to develop and maintain complete joint symbology to meet DOD warfighter requirements. 

	Metadata Focus Group (MFG)
	mfgchair@nga.mil
	The Metadata Focus Group (MFG) deals with those aspects of the standardization of GEOINT relating to imagery, sensor and geospatial metadata.  Metadata is used by a large population of users other than the producer of the metadata.  Usually, it is created by someone and used by someone else.  Standardizing the structure and use of metadata will provide creators with appropriate information to characterize the data.  Furthermore, standardizing the use of metadata will enable users to effectively implement the metadata to facilitate the most efficient method to discover and retrieve the associated data.  
The MFG coordinates activities between the various recognized organizations and assumes a leading role in the development of standardized metadata in their respective communities. The organizations currently taking an active role in these activities include but are not limited to:

· Aeronautical Information eXchange Model / Aeronautical Information Content Model (AIXM/AICM) Feature Harmonization Effort

· American National Standards Institute - InterNational Committee for Information Technology Standardization/Geographic Information (ANSI - INCITS/L1)

· Digital Geographic Information Working Group (DGIWG)

· Distributed Common Ground Systems Multi-Service Execution Team Metadata Working Group (DCGS MET MD WG)

· Federal Geospatial Data Committee (FGDC)

· Intelligence Community Metadata Working Group (IC MWG)

· International Organization for Standardization (ISO) Technical Committee 211

· Multinational Geospatial Co-Production Group (MGCP)
· NATO Air Group IV (AGIV)

· Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC)



	Information Transfer & Services Architecture Focus Group
(ITSA FG)
	itsachair@nga.mil  
	The Purpose of the Information Transfer and Service Architecture Focus Group is to serve as a community-based technical advisory group to the GWG forum dealing with matters related to information transfer and architecture of GEOINT services.  Information transfer is the movement of information from one system to another. Important are the “data services” that provide for posting, discovery, access, and analysis of GEOINT data stores and information stores in a distributed, real-time environment.  Additional services are required for positioning, cataloguing, portrayal, change detection, and so on. Careful attention will be given to the underlying Service Oriented Architecture (SOA) in order to assure upward compatibility, plug-and-play services and components, and conformance with the market mainstream. Of special interest are emerging service architecture components and technologies such as OWS, UDDI, WSDL, SOAP, XML, and J2EE.  

The standards forwarded by this Focus Group are of interest to developers of services and service architecture components within a distributed, collaborative, geospatial environment, and by advanced designers of service algorithms, service chains, and service-to-service interfaces.   

The GEOINT service architecture standards are technologies that enable service chaining interoperable service components.  Agreements made here enable automata to mingle services from multiple sources, and thus create and employ one-of-a-kind service chains, and yet have assurance that the result will be the accurate operational picture intended.
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